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MARGERY OLIVE LATHAM

An  apt name  for one who was always ready with an
olive branch should others be  in dispute,  listening to
both  sides of a problem  and offering wise  counsel.
It is said  that the  busiest people  are  those who  always
find  time  to do more and this was certainly true of
Margery. Although constantly  in so many activities,
she  always found  time  to  accept  a fresh  challenge  and
take  on yet more  commitments; explain patiently  to
others however tedious this might be; consider the
other person's point of view and  respect it; show a
genuine  interest in  all things and  all people,  and  offer
a kindly helping hand  to  friend  and stranger alike.
Always considering others before herself, though
never in  a demeaning way.



MARG£RY    I,ATHAl:

It   is   very  hard   tb   imagine   the   Society  without   Margery:   She  has
always  been  part   of  it,   quite  unstinting  in  her  efforts,   ready  to
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her  dancing  friends  before  her  own  interests,   and  sometimes  her  health.

We   shall   never  know  all   that   she  did   -  so  much  was  quietly  done
behind   the  Scenes,   andit  was  her  prepal.ation  and  background  work  which
have   ensur.ed   that   so  many  of  our  ventures  have  been  successful.

Thirty  years  of  activity  are  difficult  suddenly  to  put  into
perspective.     In  Many  ways   the  history  and  progress  of  the  Society
over   the  year.a  have  become   inseparable   from  her.     Even  before   the
Society  was   formed  were   the   monthly  dices   at   Cecil   Sharp  House  and   the
Sunday  afternoons   of  dancing  at   the   International  Youth  Centr.e  at   Pont
Street.     The   inauguBal  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held   in  Hbomsbury
Square   late   ln  1946  with  Margery  as  a   founder   member.     As  demonstr.ations
secretary,   she  started  the  Advanced  class  and  then  gradually  took  over
the   regular  Wednesday  classes  at   Carlyle   School   from  Eva  and  Mary  who
were  our  first  teachers.     Then  when  it  became   increasingly  difficult
for  us   to  pay  our  way  on  our  own,   it  was  Margery  who   made  arrangements
for  the   6ponsor6hip   of  the   L.C.C.   which  has   continued   in  modified   form
up  to  the  present  day.

We  have  been  through  difficult  times,with  clashes  of  personalities
in  the  early  days,   but  Margery  wasnever  a  par.ty  to  these  and  her  conciliat-
ory   influ6'ce   enabled  us   to  weather  the   storms.     New  problems  started   to
emerge  withtthe   development   of  specialist   groups  andthe   tendency  towards
fragmentation  of  our  activities,   and  again  l`iargery  was  the  greatest
unifying  influence  amorgus,   bringing  together  as   she  did  6o  many  differ.ent
styles  of  dancing   jn  her  International   class.     Her  demonstartion  team,
often  assembled  with   great  difficulty,   gave   enjoyment   to  m'`ny  -both
participants  and   spectators   -  and  was   one   of  our  main  shop  windows   on
to   the  world.      It   was   Mar.gery  who   looked   at   ways   in  which  we   could
co-oper.ate  with   other  bodies  which  could  help  us   to  develop,   and  her  long
association  with  the  Central  Council   of  Physical   Recreation  has  resulted
in  many  worthwhile   ventul`es.

A  list  of  Margery's  activities  is  impressive,   indeed.  She  has
been  a   committee   member  since   1951   when  she   first  became   demonstartions
secretary  and   -with  due  respect   to  her  pred6'Ssors  -  it  will  6e:in-'to
many  that  she  has  always  he|Jthat   office,,A  a£  Chairman  of  the  Society,
a;;r  the  initiator  of  our  day  courses,   and  as  an  active  participant  in
all   our  Summer  Schools.   Recently   she  was   .,   men.ber   of   the   Butt-committee
which  put   forward  proposals   for    a  regional  branch  str.ucture   for  the
Society.     We   can  do   our  best   to  I`eplace  her  in   these   fields  -  not  aD
easy  task-  but  where  we   shall  never  replace  her  is  in  her  work  behind
the   scenes  which  we   shall   learn  about   only  when  we   suf fer  because   it
is   no  longer  being  done.

We   owe   oar   Society   ,   as  we   know   it   to-day,   in   lr/rge   measure   to
I.1argery.     What   she  would   wish  most   of  all   is   that  we   should   car.ry   of
from  strength  to  strength  and  all   of  us  who  t-.re  grateful   for  what  she
has  done  must  pay   our.   tribute   by  ensurin..[  that  we   each   play  our  part
in  building  on   the   foundat   ions  which   she   has  laid.     ,That  would   be  her
wish  and  we  must  see  that  it  is  fulfilled.

We   Lc3hall   miss   her   counsel   and   guidance   -   she  will   no  longer   just
be   there  to  consult  -but  more  than  all  we  shall  miss  a  sincere   friend.



MEMORIAL DANCE
Porchester

MARGERY LATHAM
London

1983
8-50 HAMA'AGAL ISRAEI.I DANCE GROUP - Fiona Howarth

MC:  Jack Richardson
Time

Ersko Kolo
Debka Dayagim
Setnja
Steieregger
Russian Waltz
ha Dora
Deur deer deer
Eide Ratas
Toting

7.30    CENTRAL LONDON

Yugoslavia
Israel
Yugoslavia
Austria
Russia
Italy
France
Estonia
Dermark

GROUP -Janet Woolbar
Demonstration -Daldans                             Sweden
Participation -     Swedish schottische       Sweden

Krici Krici Ticek                          Croatia
laura                                         Poland
hdo Eu                                      Portugal

7.50    HAVERING INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE GROUP: Eleanor Ockley
Demonstration Sauerlander Quadrille V
Par 'ticipation - S:inftenberger

Kleiner Schottisch
La vrie                                          France
Branle de cosnay                         France
Ketten Galopp                             Switzerland

8-10    ZIVKO FIRFOV-Ken wed
Demonstration - Ovfepolsko
Participation - Sokcfli
Kreuz polka                           Austria

Simi Yadech                                  Israel
Bourrde de la chapelotte           France

8-30    DANISH GROUP -Gaye saunte
Demonstration - Kontra Monevet
Participation - Sjynmyra-valsen I

Gota                                              Portugal
Tancuj                                             Czechoslavkia
Kreuz Koenig                               Germany

Germany
Germany
Germany

Macedonia
Serbia

Dermark

I
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in  these  positions.

Demonstration `-Shedemati
Participation - Chedvat Neurim

Erev Ba
Tuljak                                          Estonia
Eiswaltz                                         Austria
Kohanoch ka                                Russia

9-10   RAINMAKERS INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE GROUP -Jill Bransby
Demonstration -Hordepiep                                                     Holland
Participation -Jar pierewiet                                                  Holland

Spr6tzer Achtermm                  Gemany
I.a Bohemienne                           Italy
Ija vezi I-a vezon                       France

9-30  JACY TACY DANCE GROUP -Betty Havey
` Demonstration -Oberek                    (Lublin Region)            Poland

Participation -Walczek ( Little waltz , Lublin )                         Poland
Bal a Deux                                      France
Bal `a Quatre                                  FTance
Opsajdiri                                        Yugoslavia

9.50   SELPAR DANCE GROUP -Sybil chapman

F=:inpsa=otio==osrorcm±gyifs=mdoasgyiKarikiza.
Gavotte de  pont Aven              France
Appenz eller Klatz waltz              Switzerland
Kiwi Kasukas                                  Estonia

10-10  EAST EUROPEAN DANCE GROUP -Alan MCLean
Demonstration - KalogBai Paros
Participation - Hora Mare

Hetlinger Bandritter
Ajde Jano
6stg6tapolska

Germany
Yugoslavia
Sweden

Hungary
Hungary

Hungry
Rumania

10-30    MERTON PARK INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS - Charles Steventon

Demonstration - Sicilian Tarantelh
Participation - Tarantella Montevergive

Kalamantianos                             Greece
Russian Lyrical                            Russia
Boun6e pastourelle                    France
Polonez                                          Poland
Tzadik Katamar                          Israel

Sincere thanks to many groups and individuals for a great deal of help for this special event.

ic may  leave at the  end  of the  dance  by all exit  doors and such  doors must
ays intended  for exit  shall be kept entirely free from  obstruction whether

any  of the  gangways intersecting  the seating or to  sit in  any  of the other
e seating, it shall be  limited  to  the  number indicated  in  the notices exhibited
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sizable  do`nation to  Ireukaemia Researob  i8  intended.

As  parking near  Porchester Hall.is  not-too^aiffi;ult! -ag  overnight  accomoaatio
can be  arrangeai    as  we  have  a  large  hall wit,h plerty of  space,  it  ls  going  to b
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Thank you,  Roy Clank.    Wbat  a friendly  group  of  I olk net  at Ea8thREpstead  f or  the
veekend.    The  programe  was  a nasterpiece!    the  groups  all  hard working  and  everpr
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-_    _____    J___ _  _  _    __.,__,  _,_        ,_         ,   , __     _  _    _ _ ' __ ---- =\+   *CYLI,aso many  dances which  should  surely find  their  way  into  the  regular  repertoire  of
Society.    Thank`you  everyone  for  a  lovely weekend .,.,
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Magda  Os8k.o  asks  that  her  new  address  be  pllblished  to  Save  her  sending  it  separat
i_    1L_ __     _._     _  ___1_  _1           I_L     .      _to  those  in contact.    |t  is: .----- ir--

B/p  1124,
Kiss  J.altb.u.55i'      Ill  1.IIen.37,
Hngary.
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We  Bead  our VREr REST  WISHES  to  our  dear  friend,  Ijucile  Amstrong,  who  is  in  hog

iE

following  a hip  operaLtion.    We  hope  everytbing went well,  Lucile;'and  that~;o=-;i|
I,,I

foon  be  out  and  about  againo   as  good  as  new.                                                                     ` ---- '-
we  also  send unY REST  WISHES  and  C01rmsERATI0NS  to  Sylvia Fulton,  who  has  been  a
loyal  member  for many years,  and. who  is  unwell  at  the  moment  with  ki_epey  trouble.
We  all  wish you well,  Sylvia,  and hope  you Will  Soonbe  fit  again.                 #       7
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Dear  Friend,

As   you  will  have   see2i   in   tli_e   3®I®F.D.   News,   the  Society  intend   to
hold   a  Memorial  I)ance   in  honour   of   the  memory  of  Mar,`gery  Latham  on
7th  May   1983.

Most  members  of  the  Society  and  many  people   outside  the  Society
knew  Margery  Latham  and  are  well  aware  of  the   great  contribution  she
mad.e  to  the  cause   of  International  Folk  Dancing.

As  i.`iargery   died   of  leukaemic`.  any  proceeds   from   the   d.ance,   after
expenses,   are  to  go  to  the  Leukaemia  Research  Fund  and  we  would  hope
that  the  donation  will  arilount  to  a  reasonable  sum.

With  this  aim  in  iTiind  we  would  ask  you  to  contribute  generously
towards  the  a.onation,   either  when  buying  your  ticket  on  the  form  below
or  at  the  dance  itself .

We  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  come  to  the  dance  and  enjoy  the
wide  range  of  dances  planned  for  the  evening.     This  is  what  ]`iargery
would  have  wanted.

If  you  are  unable  to  come  to  the  dance  but  would  still  like  to  make
a  donation  please  use  the  attached  form  below.

Your.s  sincerely

CHAIRi`:AN

Tickets   obtainable  from  Harry  TI..rhitaker,   29  Sherbrook  Gardens,
1.,`Jinchmore   Hill,   London  N21   2NX.      Telephone   01   360  /+965.
OR  at   Cecil  Shal.p  House  Monthly  Dances
OR  from  your  Group  Leader

-------------------------------------------.-..----------------------------------- I, - ® ,-,, Ia, -

Please   fort.Jard.a...   tickets  at  ,34  ;-ach                                             a

Contribution  to  Leukaemia  P,egearch  Fund  Donation       :

Cheque,   posta.i  order,   cash  enclosed  for

(Please  make  cheques  payable  to  Sol.F.D.   and  enclose  a.a.e.)
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